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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE EU DIMINISHES, CLIMATE CHANGE IS THE
MOST TARGETED TOPIC BY FALSE STORIES

The 30 organizations™ part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total of 1.699 fact-checking articles in
July 2024. Out of these articles, 117(7%) focused on Ukraine-related disinformation; 134(8%) on climate change-related disinformation; 92 (5%)
on disinformation related to the EU; 46(3%) on the conflict between Israel and Hamas; 55(3%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 122(7%) on
disinformation related to immigration; and 62 (4 %) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues.

, disinformation about EU institutions and policies decreased significantly in July. The corresponding
percentage more than halved, passing from 12% in June to 5% in July. As aresult, the climate crisis emerges as the most targeted issue by
disinformation, although the percentage of false stories remained the same as in June, showing no relevant qualitative development.
Disinformation about LGBTQ+ issues doubled likely due to a wave of false stories about the Olympics, which was the focus of several false
stories.

Percentagesrelatedto disinformation on COVID-19 and the conflict in the Middle East are the lowest recorded since their monitoring began.
Disinformation about the other topics remained almost stable.

*Organizations that contributed to this brief: AFP, APA, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, DPA, Eesti Pdevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika
Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Factcheck Vlaanderen, FactReview, Faktisk, FranceTV, Funky, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Logically Facts, Mddita, Newtral,
Ostro, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EDMO-37-Horizontal.pdf
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT FRENCH AND UK ELECTIONS

&
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The second round of the French legislative elections, which took place on July 7, was one of the main subjects of disinformation

narratives in July. In particular, the of the left-wing coalition triggered several false stories.
In addition to , false news stories - identified in various countries in the EU - sought to
portray the defeat of the far-right coalition as “a victory for migrants”. For example, false claims were made that
had taken to the streets of Paris ,waving ,or
“France belongs to the immigrants”. Another false story claimed that Jean-Luc Mélenchon, one of the leaders of the winning
left-wing coalition, had promised of the country as areward for the alleged“Arab vote” in the
elections. This false news circulated in . . . ,and other EU countries.
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The same false messages also affected the aftermath of the British elections. The new Prime Minister, Keir Starmer, was falsely
described as ,While suggested that Muslims welcomed
his election.


https://www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/video/2024/07/08/watch-france-s-second-round-of-elections-recapped_6677723_5.html
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/verkeerde-voorspellingen-belgische-media-wijzen-niet-op-vervalsing-verkiezingen-frankrijk
https://www.verificat.cat/el-video-viral-que-mostra-a-musulmans-resant-a-un-carrer-no-es-a-paris-sino-a-moscou/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/07/12/binteo-den-apeikonizei-omadiki-prosefchi-mousoulmanon-sto-parisi-alla-sti-moscha/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/07/09/afto-to-vinteo-den-apeikonizei-prosfatous-panigyrismous-gia-to-eklogiko-apotelesma-sto-parisi/
https://factreview.gr/2024/07/16/video-does-not-show-celebration-for-the-france-elections-with-palestine-flags/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240708/bandera-palestina-elecciones-francia/
https://verifica.efe.com/bandera-celebracion-victoria-izquierda-francia-pertenece-inmigrantes/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240708/bulo-elecciones-legislativas-francia-melenchon-no-prometido-arabe-sera-lengua-oficial/16178495.shtml
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.363R3QJ
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240708/nuevo-frente-popular-lider-arabe-lengua-oficial-francia/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/07/10/anyparktes-diloseis-apodidontai-ston-zan-lik-melanson-meta-to-peras-ton-gallikon-eklogon/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/melenchon-prometeu-que-o-arabe-passara-a-ser-lingua-oficial-em-franca-apos-resultados-eleitorais/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240710/keir-starmer-arabe-oficial-reino-unido/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/imagem-exibe-individuos-muculmanos-que-prestam-homenagem-a-keir-starmer-apos-vitoria-nas-eleicoes-britanicas/
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FALSE STORIES ABOUT US POLITICS TRACKED IN SEVERAL COUNTRIES

Disinformation focusing on relevant political discussions also included .In particular, a
number of false stories about the US election campaign were tracked in several EU countries.

The attempted assassination of former president and current candidate Donald Trump has been the subject of

various conspiracies and . The most widespread false stories claimed that the attack .
or carried out by an or the Democratic Party (see slide X). Other unproven claims
alleged that the , that the sniper protecting Trump from stopping the
shooter, or even that or

. The attack was also used to suggest that the failure of the Secret Service, the federal agency protecting
political leaders, is ) of doing their job.
At the same time, the current president Joe Biden has been 0)Y ;
while after he dropped out of the presidential race on his vice
president Kamala Harris, now the Democratic nominee. False stories claimed

or portrayed her sexual predator

Jeffrey Epstein. More in general, she became the target of
, often imported from the US.



https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240731/bulos-desinformaciones-elecciones-venezuela-2024/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240715/bulos-sobre-falsos-autores-del-atentado-contra-trump/16186696.shtml
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240715/desinformaciones-bulos-atentado-trump-mitin-pensilvania/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240717/trump-golf-vendaje-oreja-atentado/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.364B6R2
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/07/18/italienischer-sportjournalist-faelschlich-als-trump-attentaeter-beschuldigt/
https://factreview.gr/2024/07/15/trump-attempted-assassination-misinformation/
https://info-veritas.com/esta-imagen-del-tirador-y-asesino-que-intento-matar-a-trump-esta-generada-por-ia/ Trump murder attempt by a trans man
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/vypoved-ostrelovace-tajne-sluzby-je-smyslena-jonathan-willis-neexistuje
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240719/teorias-sin-pruebas-atentado-trump-pensilvania/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/tobb-ponton-megbicsaklik-a-kormanyparti-media-vad-elmelete-miszerint-sorosek-a-trump-merenylet-elotti-napon-shortoltak-a-truth-socialt
https://facta.news/articoli/2024/07/26/attentato-trump-dei-misoginia/
https://verifica.efe.com/trump-ataque-mujer-agente-agachada-imagen-descontextualizada/
https://verifica.efe.com/trump-ataque-mujer-agente-agachada-imagen-descontextualizada/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/hiaba-allitja-a-kormanymedia-nem-soros-gyorgy-es-fia-dont-arrol-ki-lesz-a-demokrata-elnokjelolt
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-radio/le-vrai-du-faux/quand-la-complosphere-s-empare-du-retrait-de-joe-biden_6647682.html
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240723/bulos-falsedades-sobre-kamala-harris-redes-sociales/16195825.shtml
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240722/bulos-kamala-harris-vicepresidenta-eeuu/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/virale-videoer-faar-kamala-harris-til-fremstaa-vroevlende-og-usammenhaengende
https://verifica.efe.com/es-falso-que-kamala-harris-sea-un-hombre-nacido-en-libia/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/kamala-harris-saettes-i-forbindelse-med-kontroversiel-forbryder
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.366Z36U
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.366Z36U
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OTHER RELEVANT DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES

Q55

As with , disinformation on the Olympics spread in July.
Exploiting the visibility of the event and its geopolitical importance, false stories described its organization as a failure - all
the way since the and

' and : false stories,
, tried to use the games to criticize France and its leaders or drive wedges in public opinion,
on . A particular strand involved baseless claims that were

, questioning the fairness of the games and alleging a political will to favor LGBTO+ sportspersons.

[
__
Y0000~
False information about the war in Ukraine continues to suggest the , alleging
or impending of in the war. At the same time, Ukrainian
leadership is accused of ' ,or enriching itself thanks to the war. In line with a

, the most widely circulated false story in July (see slide X) alleged that the
wife of the President of Ukraine, Olena Zelenska, “for almost 4.5 million euros”.


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EDMO-37-Horizontal.pdf#page=7
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.367E42Y
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240726/bulos-desinformaciones-juegos-olimpicos-2024/
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/vrai-ou-fake/vrai-ou-faux-paris-2024-le-cio-dement-la-rumeur-d-une-annulation-des-jeux-olympiques-liee-au-contexte-politique_6645585.html
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/07/10/psevdis-ischyrismos-gia-pithani-akyrosi-ton-olybiakon-agonon-logo-ton-gallikon-eklogon/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.364Y4K2
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-skandalinga-olimpiniu-zaidyniu-atidarymo-ceremonija-iziebe-masinius-kataliku-protestus-120040238
https://www.newtral.es/desinformacion-juegos-olimpicos-paris/20240721/
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/zw84v/russisk-kampanje-trappes-opp-for-ol-falske-videoer-skal-spre-terrorfrykt
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240726/falsedades-bulos-sobre-juegos-olimpicos-paris-2024/16199459.shtml
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/zpdkk/feil-om-bilde-av-israelske-svommere
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.367E2XG
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/08/06/manipuliertes-bild-von-stabhochspringerin-schuert-transfeindlichkeit-bei-olympia/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.364C32F
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240726/bulos-desinformaciones-juegos-olimpicos-2024/
https://factreview.gr/2024/07/09/velopoulos-map-does-not-show-russian-targets-with-nukes-in-europe/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/rosja-zaatakowala-centrum-nato-w-ukrainie-to-falszywa-informacja/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-poland-is-not-entering-the-war-in-ukraine
https://www.antifake.ro/fact-checking-ul-saptamanii-postari-alarmiste-ce-sustin-ca-ni-se-pregateste-intrarea-in-razboi-bazate-pe-informatii-neconfirmate-despre-aprovizionarea-nato-cu-ratii-militare-inscri/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.364W7EX
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-video-from-poland-dance-festival-falsely-shared-as-ukraine-being-diversified-during-the-war
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/EDMO-28-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=3
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EDMO-37-Horizontal.pdf#page=9
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/zona-zelenskiego-kupila-bugatti-rosyjski-fejk-z-uzyciem-ai/
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AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

The percentage of disinformation stories using Al-generated content remained stable in June. Out of 1.750 fact-checking articles,
67 addressed the use of this disinformation technique. This corresponds to 4% of the total, the same percentage reported in May.
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Al-generated content promoting false messages included a series of images of French President Z "7§"'f:ifi"‘;:’-\‘s\‘$
Emmanuel Macron or Kamala Harris in \»./'f{ﬁ'.\ﬁy\.ll

with Jeffrey Epstein. are still quite widespread, using national and §\/&L’3\/é
international public figures to steal data and money. Al-modified videos exploiting the /.-_'-’\
appearance of Elon Musk, which are also , are believed \!.._/


https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/ar-po-olimpiniu-zaidyniu-starto-macronui-beliko-plaukioti-paryziaus-siukslese-120040259
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240731/kamala-harris-jeffrey-epstein-fotografias/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/zbynek-stanjura-zneuzit-v-deepfake-videu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/podoba-a-hlas-petra-cecha-byly-zneuzity-v-deepfake-videu
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/elon-musk-zacheca-do-nowej-tajnej-inwestycji-uwaga-to-jest-deepfake/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/08/14/technology/elon-musk-ai-deepfake-scam.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
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THE FIVE FALSE STORIES WITH
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE
EU IN JULY, BASED ON THE EU
FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS,
WERE:

B The attackin Pennsylvania against Donald
Trump was staged

@® The man who shot Donald Trump during a
rally in Pennsylvania was an Antifa and/or a
registered member of the Democratic Party

A Therocket that hit the Okhmatdyt hospital in
Kiev was fired by Ukrainian anti-aircraft
artillery

€ Olena Zelenska, wife of Ukrainian President
Zelensky, bought a luxury car for several
million euros

Images of Kamala Harris hugging Jeffrey
Epstein


https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/zamach-na-trumpa-to-ustawka-brak-dowodow-na-spisek/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/07/18/italienischer-sportjournalist-faelschlich-als-trump-attentaeter-beschuldigt/
https://www.newtral.es/ataque-hospital-kiev/20240711/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/07/04/rosiki-propaganda-gia-dithen-agora-polytelous-aftokinitou-enanti-45-ekatommyrion-evro-apo-tin-olena-zelenska/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/kamala-harris-saettes-i-forbindelse-med-kontroversiel-forbryder

=DMO

European Digital Media Obsarsatory

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

g & 1 @

Ukrainians the Migrants "mass The island of Serifos Belarus has a higher standard
Hungarian Prime Minister attacks" on police officersin to make way for 87 wind of living than Latvia, which is
before his trip to Moscow Sweden turbines

I - :IE ——


https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120308595/pravda-li-chto-vengerskie-specsluzhby-predotvratili-pokushenie-na-viktora-orbana-organizovannoe-ukrainskoy-razvedkoy
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/masowe-ataki-migrantow-w-szwecji-to-stare-nagranie-z-innym-kontekstem/
https://rebaltica.lv/2024/07/latvija-nav-bankrots-ikp-uz-iedzivotaju-augstaks-neka-baltkrievija/
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.363W4JH
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to the fact-checking organizations
that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network (https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/).
Reference period: 1-31July 2024. Number of respondents: 30.

Main editors of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio, Pagella Politica/Facta.
Mas informacion:

R <7 EDMO has received funding from the European
e Union under Contract number: LC-01935415


mailto:t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it

