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DISINFORMATION ABOUT UKRAINE AND THE PANDEMIC REMAIN STABLE 
IN MAY, WHILE CLIMATE CHANGE-RELATED DISINFORMATION GROWS

The 28 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total of 
1.361 fact-checking articles in May 2023. 

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, Correctiv, Demagog.cz, Demagog (Pl), DPA, DW, Eesti Päevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika 
Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Factcheck Vlaanderen, Faktabaari, FranceTV, Funky, Greece Fact Checking, Källkritikbyrån, Knack, Lakmusz,  Maldita, 
Newtral,  PagellaPolitica/Facta, Polígrafo, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat

Out of these articles, 143 (11%) 
focused on Ukraine-related 
disinformation; 102 (7%) focused on 
COVID-19-related disinformation; and 
160 (12%) focused on climate change-
related disinformation. While the first 
two percentages are stable compared 
to the ones recorded in the past month, 
climate change is on the rise, probably 
due to the extreme events that have 
occurred in some EU countries (such 
as the floods in Italy in May and the 
drought in Spain in April).

% of COVID-19-related disinformation on 
total detected disinformation

% of Ukraine-related disinformation on 
total detected disinformation

% of climate change-related disinformation on 
total detected disinformation

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
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MONITORING OF EU-RELATED DISINFORMATION BEGINS
Starting with this monthly brief and continuing for the next year, the EDMO network will monitor 
disinformation about the EU, in the run-up to the European Parliament elections in June 2024. 

In May 2023, out of the 1,361 fact-checking articles published by the 28 EDMO fact-checking network 
organizations that contributed to this brief, 53 (4%) were about the EU, its institutions, its laws or its 
representatives, portraying them as immoral or antidemocratic.
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The percentage is quite low, as the vote is still a year away. But by 
starting in advance, it will be possible to get a broader picture of how 
disinformation will move as the election approaches.

https://www.factchecker.gr/2023/05/05/zelensky-statue-manipulated-photo/
https://www.newtral.es/comision-europea-restricciones-agua/20230503/
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AI-GENERATED DISINFO REMAINS LOW AND STABLE

AI-generated disinformation accounts for 4% of all detected disinformation (55 articles out of 1361). 
The value is the same as that recorded in April and similar to the one recorded in March (5%), when 
the monitoring started.
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The use of AI tools to create false stories is a disinformation technique. As 
highlighted in previous briefs, the false stories tracked are mostly about AI-
generated false images. Examples in May included the fake photo of an 
explosion near the Pentagon and Elon Musk kissing female robots. But it is 
still not possible, as highlighted by EDMO, to have a clear picture of the AI-
generated textual disinformation that can be eventually spread through large 
language models.

https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjs/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/EDMO-23-Horizonta-FCB.pdf#page=3&zoom=auto,-276,323
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-22-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=4&zoom=auto,-287,679
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-22-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=5&zoom=auto,-287,679
https://verifica.efe.com/imagenes-explosion-pentagono-creadas-con-inteligencia-artificial-ia/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2023/05/24/musk-ai-generated-images/
https://edmo.eu/2023/04/05/generative-ai-marks-the-beginning-of-a-new-era-for-disinformation/
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MAIN DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES DETECTED:

About climate change, old and news conspiracy theories started circulating in addition to 
the usual denialism. Floods in Italy in May and drought in Spain in April were targeted by 
similar narratives, in particular chemtrails and new conspiracy theories about dams. These 
conspiracy theories, and climate change-related disinformation in general, are sometimes 
used to attack the national government or the EU. This phenomenon of using climate change-
related disinformation in the political debate could escalate in the coming months, considering 
the polarization around the issue, the already existing confusion and disinformation about EU 
measures, and the many electoral campaigns already foreseen in several EU countries and for 
the EU Parliament.

About Ukraine, the disinformation narratives detected in May were the same as in previous 
months. The main ones are about the escalation of the conflict, the cost of supporting 
Ukrainian refugees (false stories have been viral in Poland and the Czech Republic, where a 
large community of Ukrainian refugees live), and that the West is affected by Russophobia. 
On the occasion of Victory Day, a false story was spread that a Soviet flag had been hoisted 
on the German parliament building to symbolize a new victory over Nazism, while another 
claimed that a text in Russian had been projected on the walls of the White House on May 9.   

https://edmo.eu/2023/06/08/floods-in-italy-drought-in-spain-but-the-disinformation-is-the-same/
https://facta.news/antibufale/2023/05/19/cloud-seeding-emilia-romagna/
https://maldita.es/clima/20230504/presa-azud-video-destruccion/
https://www.newtral.es/comision-europea-restricciones-agua/20230503/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-centralele-termice-pe-gaz-ar-putea-fi-interzise-in-romania-din-2029/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.33E28BA
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.33EC2N7
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukraincy-moga-wyplacac-gotowke-bez-limitu-w-bankomacie-falsz/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/prispevek-zvelicuje-vydaje-na-podporu-ukrajiskych-uprchliku
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120195846/faktikontroll-venelased-surevad-me-pole-kunagi-varem-nii-hasti-raha-kulutanud-usa-senaator-pole-seda-oelnud
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/230508-99-609741/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2023/05/30/ochi-den-provlithikan-synthimata-yper-tis-rosias-stis-prosopseis-simantikon-ktirion-tis-dysis/


European Digital Media Observatory 

OTHER RELEVANT TOPICS OF DISINFORMATION IN MAY:

Disinformation about LGBTQ+ seems to be growing. The false stories about it are 
multiplying. People belonging to the LGBTQ+ community are described as sick, 
pedophiles and violent, and democratic and European institutions are accused of trying 
to impose their philosophies at the expense of traditional values. A further increase is 
expected in June due to Pride Month celebrations.

Disinformation on the local and regional elections held in May in Spain. The main narrative 
during the campaign was that electoral fraud was taking place, especially in relation 
to voting by mail. Immigrants were also accused of trying to distort the results and the 
company Indra, which was responsible for transmitting the results but not counting the 
votes, was accused of manipulating the outcome. It is likely that this phenomenon will be 
repeated in the Spanish national elections, scheduled for next July, and beyond Spanish 
borders.

  LGBTQ + 

https://edmo.eu/2023/05/30/rights-in-the-time-of-conspiracies-and-fake-news-disinformation-against-lgbtq-in-the-eu/
https://verifica.efe.com/familia-pierde-hijos-no-apoyar-causa-lgtbi-falso/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230601/bulos-desinformaciones-elecciones-28-mayo-2023/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230328/boe-elimina-solicitud-voto-elector-exterior/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230527/compra-votos-psoe-cuenca-28m/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230601/rafapal-desinformaciones-fraude-voto-correo/
https://maldita.es/migracion/bulo/20230523/video-argelinos-afganos-papeles-ugt-votar/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230528/carta-voto-psoe-espanoles-marroqui-marruecos/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20230528/indra-elecciones-recuento-votos/
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU+ Norway- No data

A radioactive cloud moving toward 
Western Europe after Russia struck a 
shipment of ammunition with depleted 
uranium supplied by UK to Ukraine

George Soros died on 14 May, 2023

Coating used to distribute certain fruits 
and vegetables without packaging is 
harmful 

THE THREE FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN 
THE EU IN may, BASED ON THE FACT-
CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120192264/faktikontroll-andmed-ei-naita-radioaktiivsuse-kasvu-vaited-tuumapommi-kohta-ukrainas-on-valed
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120192264/faktikontroll-andmed-ei-naita-radioaktiivsuse-kasvu-vaited-tuumapommi-kohta-ukrainas-on-valed
https://facta.news/antibufale/2023/05/15/george-soros-morto-infarto/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.33E28BA


European Digital Media Observatory 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

Teachers cannot get paid more 
because of the European Union 

(and its proceedings against 
Hungary).

Nuclear weapons deployed by 
Russia on the border with Finland.

In Ireland, people who read or 
spread non-mainstream media 

articles are prosecuted.

https://www.lakmusz.hu/most-akkor-ki-akadalyozza-hogy-800-ezres-fizetese-legyen-a-tanaroknak/
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.33EC2N7
https://dpa-factchecking.com/netherlands/230504-99-555645/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to 
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 May 2023. Number of respondents: 28.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio, Pagella Politica/Facta.

For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01935415”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

